Bible Studies

Daniel (17)

The Wars around Israel

Daniel 11:1-31

Introduction


In our last lesson we learned that Daniel saw the Lord Jesus in all His glory. This vision was so powerful that Daniel fell unconscious. Dan. 10:9 He was roused by the hand of one who looked like a man and turned out to be the angel Gabriel. Gabriel told Daniel that he had been sent by God because his prayers had been heard by the Lord. Dan. 10:12 The reason it took the angel Gabriel 3 weeks to get to Daniel was because he was resisted by the evil angel or great territorial demon of the Persian Empire. But now, Gabriel was there for the purpose of explaining the vision Daniel had seen about a great war. Dan. 10:1

Read Dan. 11:1-12

I. The kings of Medo-Persia and Greece

A. The angel messenger Gabriel was supported by the archangel Michael, who is the prince of Israel. Gabriel had supported and protected King Darius the Mede when he began to reign. Perhaps Darius received special angelic help because the Lord knew he would be sympathetic to Daniel (Dan. 6:3) and would eventually call people to fear and reverence Daniel’s God. Dan. 6:26-27 Gabriel told Daniel that the present leadership in the Persian Empire would be succeeded by 4 rulers. History records each of their names. They were Cambyses, Cyrus’ son, then Pseudo-Smerdis, then Darius I Hystaspes, and finally Xerxes. This fourth ruler was far richer than the others were. This Xerxes was known in the book of Esther as Ahasuerus. Esther 1:1 In fact, Esther was his queen and Mordecai the Jew his Prime Minister. Xerxes stirred up his nation against the kingdom of Greece. During his reign he fought wars with Greece.

B. Next a mighty king would appear who would rule with great power and do what he pleased. This, of course, was Alexander the Great who was represented by the bronze belly and thighs of Nebuchadnezzar’s image (Dan. 2:23, 39b), the winged leopard of Dan. 7:6, and the prominent horn of the goat in Dan. 8:5-8. Alexander conquered Asia Minor – Turkey of today -, Syria, Egypt, and the Medo-Persian Empire as far as India. But as we have seen before, he died young, at 32, and his empire was divided into 4 parts under 4 rulers who were his generals. He had no descendants, so his kingdom weakened and was marked by division. The 2 major rulers were Ptolemy and Seleucus.

II. The kings of the north and the south

A. Verses 5-35 are a running commentary on what would happen between the 2 prominent parts of the Grecian Empire after Alexander’s death. The one in the south was Egypt under Ptolemy and his successors and the one in the north was Babylon, Syria and Mesopotamia under Seleucus and his successors. Why is so much time spent in God’s Word on the history of the wars between these 2 parts of the Grecian Empire? It is because they were on either side of Israel – one to the south and the other to the north. We can understand better if we know why Daniel was fasting and praying, because this information was given to him in answer to his prayers. Daniel was concerned about what would happen to his people in the future. He had been given a revelation about the future of his people. It concerned war and trouble. Dan. 10:1

B. If we study the history of this time period, we will find how accurately Daniel’s vision and Gabriel’s interpretation were fulfilled. Ptolemy, in the south, became strong, but Seleucus, in the north, became even stronger. Their sons, Ptolemy II and Antiochus II became allies. Berenice, the daughter of Ptolemy II, made an alliance with Antiochus II by marrying him. The marriage didn’t last because Antiochus’ first wife had Berenice killed. She then poisoned her husband and made her son king in the north. Next, Bernice’s brother, Ptolemy III became king and took revenge on the king of the north, Seleucus II. He entered their fortress and was victorious against them. He took much plunder from them, including their gods. Isa. 46:1-2
C. For awhile he left the king of the north alone. Seleucus II tried to invade Egypt, Ptolemy III’s kingdom, but was unsuccessful. Later his 2 sons, Seleucus III and Antiochus III, assembled a great army and attacked Asia Minor and Egypt. Up till that time, Egypt controlled Israel, all the way to the border of Syria. The king of the south at that time, Ptolemy IV, was very angry and filled with pride. He raised a large army but was defeated. He slaughtered many thousand people, but was not triumphant because the king of the north, Antiochus III, turned him back.

Read Dan. 11:13-20

III. Antiochus III

A. Antiochus III, king of the north, mustered an army larger than the first and advanced against the king of the south with a fully equipped army. Many others joined Antiochus III to rise against Egypt, including violent Jews in rebellion against Egypt. (“men among your own people”) The Jews probably hoped to gain independence from both Syria and Egypt, but this rebellion against Egypt was not successful. Antiochus III did capture the fortified city of Sidon in an attempt to drive the Egyptians out of Israel. He established himself in Israel (“the Beautiful Land”), and he did as he pleased because no one was able to stand against him. 

B. Next Antiochus III tried to bring peace and make an alliance with Egypt and the king of the south. It seems that he actually tried to overthrow the Egyptians by giving his daughter in marriage, but his plans did not succeed. Then Antiochus III turned to conquer Asia Minor (“the coastlands” or Turkey of today). He was proud and insolent, trying to once again build Alexander’s great kingdom. A commander from Rome turned him back to his own country where he died. Psa. 37:35-36 Because the Roman Empire put a stop to Antiochus III’s attacks on other areas, after his death his son heavily taxed his people to pay Rome. However, in a few years, he died, but not in battle. Actually, he was poisoned by his treasurer who evidently did not approve of the way he was taxing the people.

Read Dan. 11:21-31

IV. Antiochus IV Epiphanes

A. This brings us to the most infamous of these rulers: Antiochus IV Epiphanes. He was an early anti-Christ. He is the “little horn” of Dan. 8:9-12, 23-25. This long section is devoted only to his history for 2 reasons. The first is the effect his invasion would have on the land of Israel. The second is that he foreshadows the great Anti-Christ of the end times – the “little horn” of Dan. 7:8. In a future day he will desecrate the temple and destroy Israel. The angel Gabriel here describes this ruler as a “contemptible person”. He was not real royalty, but seized the throne through intrigue and proclaimed himself king. He named himself “Epiphanes” which means “Illustrious One”. However, he was so untrustworthy that others nicknamed him “Epimanes” which means “Madman”.

B. Antiochus Epiphanes invaded Israel, sweeping away an invading Egyptian army. The army was destroyed along with the high priest Onias III, called here “the prince of the covenant”. With the help of only a few people Antiochus Epiphanes rose to great power. Notice that his methods were always full of intrigue and deceit. This is predictive of the methods the Anti-Christ will use in the end times. One of the things that caused Antiochus Epiphanes to be successful was his distribution of wealth among his followers. Deceitful people often use money, scholarships, trips, food, etc. to win followers. We have certainly seen this in the islands with the Mormons and Moonies.

C. Antiochus Epiphanes then went against Egypt with a large and powerful army. The king of Egypt tried to defend himself, but he was betrayed by his close associates. Those who ate the food at his table plotted against him, trying to destroy him, and his army was swept away, with many falling in battle. It’s amazing how much intrigue and deceit was going on. The king of Egypt and Antiochus Epiphanes sat together at the same table with their hearts bent on evil, lying to each other. No good came of it because it was not “the appointed time”.

V. The attack on Israel

A. Antiochus Epiphanes was disappointed that he had not conquered Egypt. He returned to Syria with great wealth, but on his way home he took out his frustrations on the Jews. Since his heart was set against the holy covenant – the Mosaic system – he took action against it and the Lord by desecrating the temple. “At the appointed time” he decided once again to invade Egypt. The phrase “the appointed time" occurs 3 times in this section. God is the Ruler of times and seasons even though the things that happen may seem to be very wrong. He allows disciplining and testing of His people. Heb. 12:5-11 

B. So Antiochus Epiphanes decided once again to invade and conquer Egypt. However, the outcome was different. The Roman Empire was on the rise, and Roman ships from the coastlands opposed him and he lost heart. History records that he was a very proud man who told the Roman emissary that he would think about turning back. The Roman drew a circle around him in the sand, and told him that he had better decide his answer before stepping out of the circle. Antiochus Epiphanes was very angry and he showed his fury by turning against the Jews – “the holy covenant”. Then he showed favor to those Jews who were willing to forsake “the holy covenant” and turn against their God.

C. His armed forces desecrated the temple and stopped the daily sacrifices. History tells us that Antiochus Epiphanes sent 22,000 soldiers to Jerusalem, supposedly to keep the peace. But they attacked on the Sabbath, killed many people, took women and children as slaves, and burned the city. He didn’t allow the Jews to follow their religious practices, and he had copies of the Law – Scriptures – burned. Then we read that he would set up the abomination that causes desolation. What was this abomination that was done in rebellion against God? History tells us that on Dec.16, 167 BC, he built an altar to the Greek god Zeus on the altar of burnt offering at the temple entrance. Then he had a pig - pronounced an unclean animal in the Law – offered on the altar. He forced the Jews to celebrate his birthday by offering a pig on the 25th of each month. In this way he dishonored the Jews and God.
Conclusion


Ancient history may not be our favorite subject, but we can learn a lot from it if we pay attention to the ways of godless men in this world. This chapter in Daniel gives us the interpretation and explanation of what Daniel saw in his vision. It is not a pretty picture. We see these godless kings using intrigue and deceit. Plots are formed, hearts are bent on evil, and so-called allies lie to each other. It is the way of this world. It’s not surprising since we know who the prince of this world is! Jer. 9:5-6; Psa. 12:1-2; 64:5-6 And Satan is the avowed enemy of all who love and worship God. So down through history we find the Jews and Christians always being attacked. Why does God allow it? In Dan. 12:10 the messenger explains it to Daniel and to us. Are we willing to be purified, made spotless and refined?

